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prejudices had arisen in the minds of the people owing to past history with coloured
classes, and the question of the Indians' presence was looked at from an entirely
different standpoint. He was sure the Indians must recognise this. The Govern-
ment was called on to hold the scales of justice impartially, and the question
was still a matter of correspondence between the Home Government and the
Colonial administration.

We thank Sir Arthur for his acknowledgment of India's contribution
to the Empire; but the result of such acknowledgment, we are sorry to
have to say, is very poor. We cannot help recalling His Excellency's
advice to Mr. Lyttelton that promises made to the British Indians, having
been made in ignorance, were better broken than fulfilled. The British
Indian Association has shewn conclusively that promises were made to
the Indians in the Transvaal with full knowledge of the circumstances
and by no means in ignorance. We fear that His Excellency has, shall
we say with deference, committed the same mistake in his remarks quoted
above. Why should he mix up the Indians with other Coloured classes?
If a majority of the white people in the Transvaal will not see a distinc-
tion, is it not the duty of the Government to educate them up to a proper
appreciation of it? How can Indians be expected to recognise unreason-
able prejudice if it is meant thereby that they should bow to it? Recogni-
tion of such prejudice is undoubtedly necessary; but it is so only in order
that it may be removed by calm discussion, and by placing constantly
before the public the true facts. The Government e'would hold the scales
of justice impartially" only when it boldly tackles the question, and, instead
of indirectly encouraging the current prejudice, endeavours to stem its
tide by taking up a firm attitude. As to the carrying on of a correspond-
ence with the Home Government, we have good reason to believe that
this is meant to wring from the latter a consent to the imposing of further
disabilities on British Indians. Has His Excellency studied carefully the
very moderate propositions made by the British Indians in the Transvaal?
Has his Government ever told the people of the Transvaal that the claims
put forward by the Indians are extremely reasonable, and that they have
shewn a laudable desire to meet the views of the white Colonists so far as
possible ?
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364. JUVENILE SMOKING
There appears, in a recent issue of the Cape Government Gazette, an
interesting Bill to be introduced by Mr. T.L. Schreiner, the well-known
member of the Cape House of Assembly. Mr. Schreiner is known to be
a philanthropist and a moralist. The Bill we are alluding to is called the
"Youths' Smoking Prevention Bill", and is intended to prohibit smoking
by youths of or under the age of 16 years, or appearing to be so. The
manner in which the Honourable Gentleman wishes to achieve his object